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MAY 29
THIRKELD, THE BLESSED RICHARD, PRIEST, MARTYR

THE name of the Blessed Richard Thirkeld, which is also spelt Thirkell,
Therkeld, and Thrilkelde, may be presumed to be of ancient Saxon origin.
He was born at Cunsley, Durham, and was, it seems, a student at Queen's
College, Oxford, 1564-5. The gap between his Oxford career and his
going to Douay has not been filled up. He was priested at Rheims, April
I579> together with William Hanse, brother of the Martyr, the Blessed
Everard Hanse. Mr Thirkeld's fervour was such that after the ordination
he observed to his brother priest, " God alone knows how great a gift
this is that has been conferred upon us this day ! " The subject of the
ineffable eucharistic sacrifice became his constant meditation, and under
its influence he advanced very far in spiritual perfection,
After returning to England, the Blessed Richard Thirkeld laboured
in Yorkshire, and was frequently entertained by the Venerable Margaret
Clitherow in the house at York which she kept for the use of the missionary
priests. Mr Thirkeld not only visited and strengthened the persecuted
faithful in his wide district, but he also compiled a history of those of the
County of York, who up to that time had given their lives for the old
religion. Unfortunately, this document subsequently fell into the hands
of the pursuivants and was destroyed. No doubt it contained-many valuable
personal recollections and local information, generally, which would have
thrown much light on the difficulties and sufferings of our Catholic fore-
fathers during the mid-Elizabethan regime. While visiting a poor
Catholic in prison at Kidcote Jail, Ousebridge, on 24th March, 1583,
Mr Thirkeld was arrested by three priest-hunters and taken before the
Lord Mayor. He made no disguise of his real character, but refused to
say anything that might bring others into trouble. By means of his
keys, his belongings were traced to the house of a poor widow, and all
the books of theology and devotion he possessed were taken to the market-
place and burnt.
He was tried at the York Assizes, 27th May, appearing in Court,
to the great surprise of all, in a priest's cassock and biretta ! He was con-
demned to death for the then recently created treasonable offence of
having absolved and reconciled certain of the Queen's subjects, to tte
Church of Rome. After receiving sentence" of death, the worthy -priest
continued to perpetrate this "treasonable" act, for -he ^instructed, re-
conciled and absolved several condemned felofe -ii' the^a$de
and so enabled them to make their peace with God and t6>&e well